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the way in which the artistic creation is interwoven in
the personal life of the artist, and also in a sense arises
from it.
To this extent the so-called psycho-analysis of art-works
differs in no-essential way from a penetrating and skilfully
shaded psychologico-literary analysis. The difference is
. at most a question of degree, although it may occasionally
astound us by indiscreet conclusions and references that a
rather more delicate touch, or a certain sense of tact might
easily have avoided, This lack of delicacy in dealing with
the all-too-human element, which seems to be a professional
.peculiarity of the medical psychologist, was perfectly under-
' stood by Mephistopheles: "So may you finger everything and
welcome, round which another prowls for years and years "—
although unfortunately not always to his own advantage.
The possibility of daring conclusions may easily lead the way
to flagrant lapses of taste. A slight touch of scandal often
flavours a biography, but a little more becomes a nasty
inquisitiveness, a catastrophe of good taste beneath the cloak
of science. Our interest is unwittingly diverted from the
work of art and gets lost in the mazy, labyrinthine confusion
of psychic preconditions, the poet becomes a clinical case,
even serving on occasion as a curious example of psycho-
pathia sexualis. But therewith the psycho-analysis of the
art-work has also turned aside from its objective, and the
discussion has strayed into a province that is as broad as
mankind, and not in the smallest degree specific for the
artist; it therefore possesses even less relevance to his art.
This kind of analysis brings the work of art into the sphere
of general human psychology, whence everything else besides
art may proceed. An explanation of a work of art obtained
in this way is just as great a futility as the statement that
'every artist -is a narcissist'. Every man who pursues
his own line to the limit of his powers is a ' narcissist'—
if indeed it is at all permissible to use a concept so specifically
coined for the pathology of neuroses in this wider appEcation

